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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

As we start off the New Year, we praise God for a solid first
month of activities at Maple Evangelical Church. We had
our first Sunday Worship service on December 2nd and we
followed that up with our Christmas meal and program. Our
first communion service was observed on New Year's Eve
by the light of the Christmas tree in our home.

The set up each Sunday is going off very smoothly thanks
to a great group of believers that are committed to the
church. We are starting to see more members of the
community dropping by to visit or seeking spiritual help.
With that, comes new challenges but with a spirit of unity,
they are being faced in love. We have also begun our
equipping center with two workshops geared to developing
leadership and small group facilitators. Before the month is
over, we will have begun our Doctrinal Studies Course for
our leadership and most of the ministry teams will be in full
swing.

We have been blessed to be welcomed into several homes
in the community who are in desperate need of the Lord
and the Gospel is being preached! In February, we will start
a parenting class for the English-speaking members of the
community and a couple of our men will begin to join a
soccer ministry that has started with the help of the
Seahorses Soccer ministry. Judy, Rebecca and Ev (our
youngest member at 94) are teaching English to a group of
ladies twice a week at the school. Sowing is taking place!
The 4 member pastoral team is fully functioning now so
leadership ministries and responsibilities are being shared.
Please pray that God would continue to give these men
integrity of heart and skilled hands. We covet your prayers
so that God would transform lives and would cause His
church to grow in love, peace and unity. Pray that the team
members would serve in the strength and joy of the Lord.

As we exercise leadership at the church plant, we continue
to exercise leadership for Latin America. As a member of
the Directional Team (DT) for ReachGlobal in Latin
America, Omar is responsible for encouraging and
developing initiatives that will help churches to develop their
own equipping strategies. The end goal of these initiatives
is that church members might be equipped to serve in all
areas of the church’s God-given mission. As a member of
the DT, he is also the point person for crisis management
for the Region and is involved in Area-wide strategy and
decision making. As you might imagine, we have our hands
full and we need God'’s strength every day!

Your prayers and support are vital. We are very grateful
that you are on this road with us and we do pray that you
would have a blessed New Year serving but most of all,
loving our Lord Jesus Christ.

Christmas Meal 2007

First Sunday Worship Service — English speakers

Lowering the ramp of the church’s trailer for the
1% service.

Upcoming Ministry Trip:

Omar will be traveling to Venezuela on January
23-31 in order to meet with the Board of the Free
Church of Venezuela and to meet with pastors
who are trying to develop Church Based Training
strategies. Please pray that God would bless this
time so that pastors would be encouraged and
resourced to do the equipping job that God has
commended to them.
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